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SHORT COMMUNICATION

First record of Sphenophorus placidus vestitus (Coleoptera:
Curculionidae: Dryophthorinae) in Cyprus

E. Kakouris', C. Makris? and J. Demetriou®**"

Summary The Nearctic weevil Sphenophorus placidus vestitus Chittenden, 1904, an alien pest which is
known to infest turfgrasses is reported for the first time on the island of Cyprus. A single specimen was
collected from Famagusta (Ammochostos), Protaras in 2012. The species distribution and possible eco-
nomic impacts are shortly discussed. A checklist for the alien Dryophthorinae of Cyprus is presented.
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The subfamily Dryophthorinae consists of
1200 species in 152 genera which are wide-
spread throughout the globe and divided in
five tribes: Cryptodermatini, Dryophthorini,
Orthognathini, Rhynchophorini and Strom-
boscerini (Oberprieler et al., 2014). The tribe
Rhynchophorini includes some of the most
notorious alien to Europe beetles, attack-
ing woody monocotyledons, such as Rhyn-
chophorus ferrugineus (Olivier, 1790) and Di-
ocalandra frumenti (Fabricius, 1801) infesting
palm-trees, Scyphophorus acupunctatus Gyl-
lenhal, 1838 mainly associated with agaves,
and representatives of the genus Sitophi-
lus Schoenherr, 1838 being common stored
product pests (Sauvard et al., 2010).

Only six species of the genus Spheno-
phorus Schonherr, 1838 are distributed in
the Western Palearctic, namely, S. abbrevi-
atus (Fabricius, 1787), S. meridionalis (Gyl-
lenhal, 1838), S. parumpunctatus (Gyllenhal,
1838), S. piceus (Pallas, 1776), S. striatopunc-
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tatus (Goeze, 1777) and the alien S. placidus
vestitus (Chittenden, 1904) [=syn. S. venatus
vestitus (Say, 1832)] (Alonso-Zarazaga et al.,
2017; Prena, 2018). Up to date, out of these
species only three have been found to in-
habit Cyprus (S. abbreviatus, S. piceus and
S. striatopunctatus) (Alonso-Zarazaga et al.,
2017).

Native to the Nearctic zoogeographic
realm, S. placidus vestitus has been acciden-
tally transported outside its native range
to the Palearctic, reaching Eastern Palearc-
tic countries such as Iraq, Japan, Korea and
Qatar (Aoyagi et al., 1990; Yang et al., 2009;
Pelletier, 2005; Aletby et al., 2015). In the
Western Palearctic, the species has been re-
ported in France (including Corsica) (Orous-
set et al., 2008; INPN 2021), Greece (Koroty-
aev and Apt, 2018), Morocco (Pelletier, 2005;
Alonso-Zarazaga and Sanchez-Ruiz, 2009),
and Spain (including Canary Islands) (Alon-
so-Zarazaga and Sanchez-Ruiz, 2009). This is
the first record for S. placidus vestitus in Cy-
prus.

A single specimen was collected alive
in Cyprus, Famagusta (Ammochostos), Par-
alimni, Protaras (35.0205 °N, 34.0516 °E),
15.vii.2012, 0 m alt., within 10-20 m from the
coast, on the surface of the sea (Fig. 1). The
specimen was identified by C. Makris using
the identification key of Alonso-Zarazaga
and Sanchez-Ruiz (2009) and its identifica-
tion was later confirmed by Mr G. Kakiopou-
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los. The specimen is deposited in the private
collection of C. Makris.

This record constitutes the first report
on S. placidus vestitus from the island. The
circumstances under which the specimen
was collected do not permit any identifica-
tion of host-plants or other ecological pa-
rameters. However, as Protaras is a famous
touristic resort situated along the coastline
which maintains open areas covered by im-
ported turfgrass, the specimen most proba-
bly originated from the coast of Protaras. As
the main introduction pathway for the spe-
cies has been related to the import of turf-
grasses (Aletby et al., 2015), an accidental in-
troduction to the island via the horticultural
pathway is hypothesised.

Sphenophorus placidus vestitus has been
identified as a major pest of turfgrasses in
both its native range and invaded coun-
tries, commonly found in golf courses (Hat-

mim

Figure 1. Habitus of Sphenaphorus placidus vestitus Chitten-
den, 1904. Photo C. Makris.
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sukade, 1997; Yang et al., 2009; Leén-Garcia
et al, 2012) and orchardgrass (Kuhn et al.,
2013). The distribution of the species with-
in Cyprus, the presence of established pop-
ulations and any adverse economic impact
on the island are currently unknown, as the
presented specimen stands out as the sole
individual of S. placidus vestitus detected on
the island. Nevertheless, given the exten-
sive coverage of urban and semi-urban sites
in Cyprus with turfgrass (e.g., golf courses,
football fields, hotels, municipal parks and
other tourist sites), S. placidus vestitus could
potentially inflict a serious economic bur-
den towards the maintenance of turfgrasses
in the tourism industry, such as hotels and
sports facilities creating yellow spots due
to the drying of lawn (Alonso-Zarazaga and
Sanchez-Ruiz, 2009; Aletby et al., 2015).
Sphenophorus placidus vestitus rais-
es the number of non-native weevils of
the subfamily Dryophthorinae (tribe Rhyn-
chophorini) in Cyprus to 7 species, name-
ly: Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Olivier, 1790)
(Kontodimas et al., 2006); Scyphophorus acu-
punctatus Gyllenhal, 1838, (Vassilliou and
Kitsis, 2015); Sitophilus granarius (Linnaeus,
1758) (Georghiou, 1977); Sitophilus oryzae
Schoenherr, 1838 (Georghiou, 1977); Sitophi-
lus sculpturatus (Gyllenhal, 1838) (Georghiou,
1977); Sitophilus zeamais Motschulsky, 1855
(Gozlacgik et al., 2015); Sphenophorus venatus
vestitus Chittenden, 1904 (present study).

We would like to kindly acknowledge Mr
George Kakiopoulos for validating the identifi-
cation of S. placidus vestitus as well as the two
anonymous Reviewers for their corrections
and comments on the manuscript.
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2YNTOMH ANAKOINQ2H

MNpwtn Kataypa@n touv Sphenophorus placidus vestitus
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Dryophthorinae) otnv Kumpo

H. Kakoupng, X. Makpn¢ kat |. Anuntpiou

NepiAnyn To Bopeloapepikavikd okabapt Sphenophorus placidus vestitus Chittenden, 1904, éva Eevi-
K& évtopo mou ival yvwaotd 6Tt mpooBAAAEL XAOOTATINTEC, avaPEPETAL YIa TTPWTN Gopd oTnv Kumpo.
Eva povadikd deiypa cuMéXOnke amd tnv AuuoxwaoTo, otov Mpwtapd to 2012. Tivetal avagopd oTn
dlaomopd Tou EVTOUOU Kal TIC TTIOAVEC OIKOVOUIKEC EMIMTWOELC. MapouaotaleTal pia GUVOTTIKA AioTa Ue
Ta &evikd €idn Dryophthorinae tng Kompou.
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